108                 NON-VIOLENCE IN PEACE AND WAR

seeming endorsement of violent action by my participation
on the side of Britain in the Boer War and the Zulu Revolt
was a recognition, in the interest of non-violence, of an
inevitable situation. That the participation may nevertheless
have been due to my weakness or ignorance of the working
of the universal law of non-violence is quite possible. Only
I had no conviction then, nor have any now, of such weakness
or ignorance.

A non-violent man will instinctively prefer direct
participation to indirect, in a system which is based on
violence and to which he has to belong without any choice
being left to him. I belong to a world which is partly based
on violence, If I have only a choice between paying for
the army of soldiers to kill my neighbours or to be a soldier
myself, I would, as I must, consistently with my creed,
enlist as a soldier in the hope of controlling the forces of
violence and even of converting my comrades.

National independence is- not fiction- It is as necessary
as individual independence, But neither, if it is based on
non-violence, may ever be a menace to the equal inde-
pendence of the nation or the individual as the case may
be. As with individual and national independence, so with
the international The legal maxim is equally moral: Sic
utere tuo ut dienurn non laedas. It has been well said the universe
is compressed in the atom. There is not one law for the
atom and another for the universe.
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